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At Secretary of State we're concerned with people. Our 
programs and activities are aimed at promoting knowI- 
edge of our country and pride in its cultures, history 
and traditions. Our work touches almost everyone who 
lives in Canada: people pursuing educational goals; 
desiring citizenship; people wishing to exercise their 
official language rights or striving to retain racial and 
cultural identities in our multicultural society; people 
wishing to maintain and exercise their human rights 
and freedoms; young people wanting to broaden their 
knowledge of Canada; people in voluntary groups 
seeking to make a contribution to their community and 
their country. 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
AND YOUTH 


The Secretary of State provides young people with 
the opportunity to develop as caring, participating citi- 
zens and to discover and gain a greater appreciation 
and knowledge of Canada. 


YOUTH EXCHANGE AND 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE 


By travelling, meeting and making friends with 
people in other parts of Canada, young people have the 
Opportunity to broaden their outlook and learn more 
about their country. 

Secretary of State provides funding for two pro- 
grams specifically designed to provide young Cana- 
dians with these opportunities: Open House Canada 
and Katimavik. 

OPEN HOUSE CANADA is an educational 
exchange program in which groups of young Cana- 
dians 14 to 22 years of age make reciprocal visits. It 
gives them the opportunity to make friends while dis- 
covering other regions, living with families that may 
have cultural backgrounds different from their own. 

During exchange visits, which last a minimum of 
five days but are often longer, individual members of 
the visiting groups are welcomed into the homes of 
their hosting ‘‘twins.’’ The host groups are responsible 
for preparing activities that provide their visitors with a 
complete program of study on the economic, political, 
cultural, social, historic and geographic aspects of their 
community. Within six months of the initial visits, 
members of the first group to travel play host to their 
twins and provide a similar program. 

Open House Canada pays the cost of transportation 
from point of departure to destination. All other costs of 
the exchange must be assumed by the participants, 
who organize their own fund-raising campaigns. The 
exchange arrangement requires the involvement of 
parents or guardians and the community, thus extend- 
ing the effects and benefits of the exchange. Open 
House Canada also provides travel costs to a number of 
national voluntary organizations for similar programs 
and for visits to the national capital, Ottawa. The latter 


include at least three days of study and discussion of 
our national institutions, conditions and current events. 
It also provides young visitors with the chance to take 
part in a ‘‘model parliament’ or hear lectures by 
experts on Canadian government and politics at the 
Terry Fox Youth Centre, for example. 

KATIMAVIK (an Inuit word meaning ‘‘meeting 
place’’) is a program of voluntary service, giving parti- 
cipants an opportunity to learn, grow and experience 
the give and take of living and working as a team. Each 
group of 11 is assigned to three successive three-month 
projects, each in a different province. Candidates are 
randomly selected from among program applicants by 
computer, providing a representative sample of the 
Canadian population in this age group. Team members 
and staff come from all parts of Canada, and about a 
third of each group is Francophone. Participants, while 
gaining first-hand experience in serving their country, 
are encouraged to learn their second official language. 

Teamwork is oriented toward community service, 
primarily in energy conservation and environmental 
protection. The work may include everything from 
constructing bridges, cutting cross-country ski or hiking 
trails, improving recreational facilities and clearing 
forests, to working with the aged. 3 


CANADIAN STUDIES 


Many young people benefit from Canadian Studies 
projects sponsored by the Secretary of State to teach us 
more about one another, to develop a sense of belong- 
ing to Canada, and to enhance our national identity 
and pride in being Canadians. The main objectives are: 


® to organize and promote opportunities for 
teaching, researching, studying and learning 
about Canada in both official languages 


® to popularize and make accessible information 
about Canada. 


Strengthening links between the two official lan- 
guage groups and among the various regions of the 
country is stressed. 


SUPPORT FOR EDUCATION 


One of the most important ways in which Secretary 
of State responsibilities affect young Canadians is 
through our support for post-secondary education 
across Canada. The Government of Canada provides 
over $3 billion annually to the provinces to support uni- 
versities and colleges so that academically qualified 
young people can obtain a high quality education 
everywhere in Canada. 


STUDENT ASSISTANCE 


(Canada Student Loans) 


~ Through the Secretary of State, the Government of 
Canada guarantees loans to eligible students by lending 
institutions. It also pays interest on the loans while stu- 
dents are enrolled and for a set period afterward. 
The students are then responsible for arranging 
repayment. All provinces and territories participate 
in the loan plan, although Quebec receives alter- 
nate funding to administer its own program. Each 
province and territory determines who is eligible 
under established criteria, and issues the authority 
for qualified students to obtain guaranteed loans. 
More than one million students (or one in three) 
have benefitted from the loans program since its 
inception. 


OFFICIAL LANGUAGES IN 
EDUCATION 


For Canada’s young people, feeling at home in their 
country implies being able to use their official language. 
Many young Anglophones in Quebec and Francopho- 
nes living in other provinces and territories are con- 
cerned with the enrichment of their language and cul- 
ture and, in particular, receiving their education in their 
mother tongue. 

Since 1970, the Department of the Secretary of 
State has provided funds to help the provinces and ter- 
ritories so that Anglophones in Quebec and Francopho- 
nes elsewhere in Canada can pursue studies in their 
own language at every school level, and can learn their 
second official language. 

There are two types of funding. The first is based on 
instruction costs and the number of participating stu- 
dents in each province or territory. Additional funds are 
available for innovations, additions to existing pro- 
grams and responses to special needs that would not 
otherwise be met, such as the establishment of lan- 
guage immersion classes or the purchase of school 
books. Some direct assistance is provided to indivi- 
duals: for example, to help them pursue studies in their 
first official language outside their own province, or to 
study the second official language. 


CITIZENSHIP 


According to the Citizenship Act of 1977, the Secre- 
tary of State has the mandate for granting citizenship 
and providing proof of Canadian citizenship. The Citi- 
zenship Registration Branch and the judges and officers 
of the citizenship courts have a special responsibility to 
meet young people and discuss with them the granting 
of citizenship, citizenship requirements, Canadian insti- 
tutions and the rights and responsibilities of Canadian 
citizenship. 


Citizenship Registration also makes available on 
request curriculum materials for use in school programs 
on law, civics, Canadian history and social studies. Stu- 
dents, Girl Guides and Boy Scouts are invited to attend 
ceremonies conferring citizenship on new Canadians to 
increase their awareness of the value of Canadian 
citizenship. 

Special ceremonies are conducted — often in 
schools — to present young Canadians with certificates 
that are proof of their citizenship. A highlight of the 
Rotary and 4-H Clubs’ annual programs on citizenship 
is the presentation of these citizenship cards to young 
Canadians from across the country. 

Youths from 14 to 18 years of age who have per- 
manent resident status in Canada may become Cana- 
dian citizens with their parents under special citizenship 
regulations. 


NATIONAL SYMBOLS 


Secretary of State is responsible for helping all 
Canadians, but especially young people, learn to recog- 
nize and understand the meaning and history of 
Canada’s national symbols. Symbols serve to identify a 
people, to unite members of a group by appealing to 
their emotions, their sense of history, their deep human 
need to feel linked to previous generations and rooted 
in the land. Among the national symbols of Canada are 
its arms, emblems, flags and national anthem. The 
Department of the Secretary of State publishes and dis- 
tributes, to schools and individuals, information on the 
significance of national symbols, on the use of the 
national anthem, and use and display of coats of arms 
and flags in Canada. 


CAN WE HELP YOU? 


For further information, please contact the nearest 
office of the Department of the Secretary of State, listed 
in the blue or black-edged pages of most telephone 
directories, or: 


Communications Directorate 
Department of the Secretary of State 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A OM5 

Telephone: (819) 997-0055 
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